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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
From May 5 to June 17, 2016, Zogby Research Services surveyed more than 15,000 Muslim citizens in seven 
Arab countries in an effort to understand their attitudes toward religion. We questioned them about their 
personal religious behavior, their sources of religious instruction and guidance, and the role that religion plays 
in their lives and the world around them. Then, in November of 2016, we re-interviewed 800 of the original 
respondents, randomly distributed across the populations of all seven countries, to more closely examine their 
attitudes toward modernity and their understanding of the role that religious preachers and scholars play in 
their lives.

What we learned is that while there are obvious differences among believers in the seven countries, there are 
several common threads that emerge as well. 

• While majorities are religiously observant and respectful of the role that religion plays in their lives and 
in their countries, they are moderate in their views and behaviors, with pluralities in five of the seven 
countries identifying themselves as “moderately religious.” Additionally, overwhelming majorities: are 
protective of the rights of citizens and residents of other faiths who live in their countries; reject ISIS 
and al Qaeda as “a complete perversion of Islam”; and reject the notion that the West and Islam are 
headed for an inevitable clash. 

• Only in Saudi Arabia and Qatar do a majority of respondents believe the state should “apply Shari’ah in 
all matters related to behavior and faith.” In the other five countries covered in the survey, overwhelm-
ing majorities say they they favor the state governing “only in the spirit of Shari’ah” or operating “as a 
civil state without reference to Shari’ah.”

• While maintaining a moderate view of religion, majorities appear to be deeply respectful of its role. 
Most of the respondents: reject the notion that religion is a source of problems in the world; feel that 
“religion is in touch with the realities of the modern world”; are proud of the religious heritage of their 
country; and worry that their society is in danger of “forgetting their traditional values.”  

• While majorities in all countries view positively the advances in science and technology and the 
promise of greater democracy that modernity brings, they worry about the rise of secularism that also 
accompanies modernity.

• The one area where there are real differences is with regard to where believers turn for religious inspi-
ration and/or guidance. Local imams and sermons at the local mosque are preferred in Saudi Arabia 
and Jordan, while religious teachers on TV are preferred in the UAE and Egypt. In Qatar, it’s the ulama, 
while in Tunisia preference is divided between the ulama and local imams, and in Oman between local 
imams and TV preachers.       

• A closer look into how respondents understand the roles of both preachers and scholars indicates a 
blurring of the lines between the functions of each. Only in the case of “who has the responsibility to 
issue fatwas” do respondents view scholars as clearly responsible for a religious duty. In most other 
areas, respondents appear to favor turning to religious preachers for guidance or interpretation and 
instruction—or see a role for both scholars and preachers alike.
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SECTION 1: HOW MUSLIMS IDENTIFY AND HOW THEY SEE THEIR FAITH

When you think of who you are, what is your principal source of identity?
 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

My country (being Egyptian, Lebanese, Saudi, etc.) 90 65 62 67 57 82 83

Being Arab 6 12 8 12 15 5 4

My religion 3 19 19 18 25 12 12

My family or tribe 0 2 8 2 3 1 1

The region I am from 0 1 3 0 0 0 0

When asked to choose their principal source of identity, majorities of respondents in all seven countries sur-
veyed say “my country.” It is worth noting that these responses represent a significant shift in how people 
principally identify. In older polls, we always found “Arab” competing with “my religion” for the top source of 
personal identity, with “being Arab” ranking first in many countries. Given recent changes in the region, “my 
country” is now far and away the top source of identity everywhere—even in the GCC, where previously coun-
try identification was quite weak. This view is particularly strong among those in Saudi Arabia (90%), Tunisia 
(83%), and Egypt (82%). About two-thirds of those in Oman and the UAE agree, followed by 62% in Qatar and 
57% in Jordan. 

“My religion” is a distant second choice as the main source of identity for respondents in almost every country, 
with about one-quarter of those in Jordan, and about one in five in the UAE, Qatar, and Oman agreeing. “Being 
Arab” is only considered a principal source of identity by significant numbers in Jordan (15%), the UAE (12%), 
and Oman (12%). Family and region are cited as sources of identity by single-digit percentages in all countries 
surveyed.

Which of the following statements comes closest to describing  
the role religion plays in your personal life?

 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

I am a very religious person. My faith directs my daily activities. 54 26 47 37 31 28 45

I am a moderately religious person. I try to balance the require-
ments of my faith with the pres sures and requirements of my 
daily activities.  

36 58 48 54 35 62 36

Religion plays a very little role in most of my daily activities. 10 16 4 9 34 10 19

A majority of Saudis (54%)and a plurality of Tunisians (45%) say they are “very religious” people whose faith 
directs their daily activities, while majorities of Egyptians (62%), Emiratis (58%), and Omanis (54%) describe 
themselves as “moderately religious” people who try to balance the requirements of their faith with the pres-
sures of daily life. Qataris are split between those who say they are “very religious” (47%) and those who say 
they are “moderately religious” (48%). Jordanians are split evenly among the three choices: “very religious” 
(31%), “moderately religious” (35%), and “religion plays a very little role” in their daily lives (34%). The only 
other countries where significant percentages of respondents say religion’s role in their lives is minimal are 
Tunisia (19%) and the UAE (16%). Overall, these findings represent a more moderate approach to religion than 
might have been assumed.
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Which of the following best describes your religious practice?
 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

I pray 5 times each day, and go to my mosque as often as 
I can.

37 26 43 40 29 18 50

I pray 5 times a day, praying at home or work. 46 30 48 34 23 29 20

I pray at home or work, when I can. 12 33 5 21 28 39 10

I don’t pray that often. 4 10 4 4 21 14 19

The responses to this question appear to track the responses to the previous question with the levels of self-de-
scribed religiosity matching the reported frequency of prayer. Majorities in every country but Egypt (47%) say 
they pray five times a day, with the highest levels of religious practice cited by Qataris (91%), Saudis (83%), 
Omanis (74%), and Tunisians (70%). Only in Tunisia and Oman, however, are respondents more likely to say that 
they “go to the mosque as often as they can” (50% and 40%, respectively) than that they “pray at home or work” 
(20% and 34%, respectively). Pluralities in Egypt (39%) and the UAE (33%) say they “pray at home or work, when 
I can,” as do a significant number of Jordanians (28%). About one in five Jordanians and Tunisians say they 
“don’t pray that often,” a sentiment also expressed by 14% of Egyptians.

Which statement best reflects your point of view?
 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

To be religious, it is most important to be observant and to 
adhere to all religious rituals.

81 33 63 62 54 38 67

To be religious, it is most important to live a moral life and 
be good to others.

19 67 37 38 46 62 33

In five of the seven surveyed countries, majorities of respondents believe that “to be religious, it is most import-
ant to be observant and to adhere to all religious rituals,” with the highest percentages in Saudi Arabia (81%), 
Tunisia (67%), Qatar (63%), and Oman (62%). On the other hand, 67% of Emiratis and 62% of Egyptians believe 
that “to be religious, it is most important to live a moral life and be good to others.” Jordanians are quite divided 
on this question (54% “observant” vs. 46% “moral life”). 
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SECTION 2: WHERE MUSLIMS GO FOR GUIDANCE

Of the list below, from which do you derive the greatest inspiration?
 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

The sermons I hear at my local mosque 52 20 22 20 38 27 24

The teachings of the ulama 31 28 48 27 33 17 37

Religious teachers who appear on TV programs 9 35 25 32 16 44 24

Religiously oriented websites and social media 8 17 4 21 12 12 16

Respondents were asked from which of four possible sources of religious information—sermons at the local 
mosque, teachings of the ulama, religious teachers who appear on TV programs, and religiously oriented web-
sites and social media—they derive the greatest inspiration. The responses are quite distributed, with only one 
instance of a majority in a country selecting one option. In Saudi Arabia (52%) and Jordan (38%) sermons at the 
local mosque are the top-ranked source for inspiration. The teachings of the ulama are considered most inspi-
rational in Qatar (48%) and Tunisia (37%). And religious teachers who appear on television programs are the 
source of the greatest inspiration for pluralities in Egypt (44%), the UAE (35%), and Oman (32%). Fewer than two 
in 10 respondents in all countries except Oman (21%) say that religiously oriented websites and social media are 
their source of greatest inspiration.

Where do you most often turn for religious guidance?
 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

The Internet 17 17 8 21 13 11 16

The local imam 49 28 23 30 47 31 31

Family 14 7 20 5 13 8 16

Religious books 16 16 21 15 21 6 17

Religious TV programs 4 31 27 29 5 44 20

In four of the seven countries surveyed, the local imam is identified by a plurality of respondents as the place 
they “most often turn for religious guidance,” including almost half of those in Saudi Arabia (49%) and Jordan 
(47%) and three in 10 respondents in Tunisia and Oman. The imam is the second-place choice in the other three 
countries: Egypt (31%), the UAE (28%), and Qatar (23%). In these same three countries, pluralities say they turn 
to religious TV programs for religious guidance (Egypt: 44%, UAE: 31%, and Qatar: 27%). Religious TV programs 
are the second-place choice among Omanis (29%) and Tunisians (20%), while this source of religious guidance is 
ranked last among Saudis and Jordanians. Religious books, the Internet, and family are less frequently selected 
by respondents as sources of religious guidance. More than one in five respondents in Qatar (21%) and Jordan 
(21%) turn to religious books, in Qatar (20%) turn to family, and in Oman (21%) turn to the Internet.
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How often do you refer to fatwas to guide your actions?
 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

Daily 13 0 11 8 2 4 3

Weekly 30 6 18 30 9 8 7

Not very often 30 53 34 34 53 52 48

Never 26 41 36 29 36 36 42

More than eight in 10 respondents in the UAE (94%), Tunisia (90%), Jordan (89%), and Egypt (88%) say they refer 
to fatwas to guide their actions either “not very often” or “never.” About four in 10 respondents in Oman (38%) 
and Saudi Arabia (43%) say they refer to fatwas either daily or weekly, as do 29% of Qataris. It appears as if in 
societies where majorities or pluralities claim to be “moderately religious” (e.g., UAE, Egypt, and Jor-
dan), individuals rely less frequently on fatwas for direction, while in societies with more individuals 
who say they “very religious” (e.g., Qatar and KSA) more people rely heavily on fatwas to guide their 
daily actions. Tunisia is the one country that doesn’t fit this pattern; while a plurality of Tunisians claim to be 
“very religious” and “pray five times a day, going to the mosque as often as they can,” nine in 10 rarely “refer to 
fatwas.”

How satisfied are you with religious advice from local scholars?
 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

Very satisfied 49 53 28 51 25 59 23

Somewhat satisfied 33 22 45 30 35 34 49

Not satisfied 11 11 19 9 24 6 12

I don’t consult them 7 14 9 11 16 1 16

A majority of respondents in Egypt (59%), the UAE (53%), and Oman (51%) say they are “very satisfied” with the 
religious advice from local scholars, as do almost half of Saudi respondents (49%). Combining those who say they 
are “very” and “somewhat” satisfied, at least six in 10 respondents in all seven countries express satisfaction: 
Egypt (93%), Saudi Arabia (82%), Oman (81%), the UAE (75%), Qatar (73%), Tunisia (72%), and Jordan (60%). About 
one-quarter of Jordanian respondents say they are not satisfied with the religious advice of local scholars, while 
16% in Tunisia, 16% in Jordan, and 14% in the UAE say they do not consult local scholars for religious advice.
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Could you tell me, from your understanding, whether the religious duties  
described are those that should belong to preachers or scholars?

 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

Issue fatwas or religious 
rulings

Preachers 13 15 15 17 13 9 13

Scholars 66 68 56 63 60 65 68

Both preachers and scholars 21 17 29 21 27 25 18

Provide spiritual guidance

Preachers 40 33 47 47 35 19 53

Scholars 27 25 28 23 29 25 27

Both preachers and scholars 33 42 25 30 36 57 20

Guidance on how to perform 
religious rites

Preachers 43 54 40 53 30 28 53

Scholars 24 29 35 31 24 12 27

Both preachers and scholars 33 17 25 16 46 60 20

Remind people of their 
religious obligations

Preachers 46 48 55 62 47 37 72

Scholars 19 30 28 28 17 13 11

Both preachers and scholars 35 23 18 11 37 51 18

Preside over individual 
religious cases

Preachers 36 65 50 33 59 59 74

Scholars 51 12 21 50 15 12 16

Both preachers and scholars 13 23 29 17 26 29 10

Percentages may not add up to 100% because of rounding.

Respondents were asked to consider a number of important religious duties and to identify whether each falls under 

the purview of preachers or scholars, or if both preachers and scholars have responsibility for the religious duty.

Majorities in all countries (including about two-thirds of respondents in four of the seven) agree that it is the respon-

sibility of scholars alone “to issue fatwas or religious rulings,” with the strongest opinions in the UAE (68%), Tunisia (68%), 

Saudi Arabia (66%), and Egypt (65%). Fewer than one in six respondents in all countries view the issuance of fatwas as 

the exclusive responsibility of preachers.

With respect to all the other religious duties, there is less uniformity of response, though preachers are viewed more 

consistently as responsible for the duties described. At least pluralities everywhere but Egypt say preachers are 

responsible for “reminding people of their religious obligations”; this view is strongest in Tunisia (72%) and Oman (62%). 

Only about one-third of Egyptians agree that preachers alone have this responsibility, with a majority (51%) saying 

this duty belongs to both preachers and scholars. And again, with respect to “guidance on how to perform religious 

duties,” pluralities everywhere but Egypt and Jordan view preachers as responsible for this task; in Egypt and Jordan 

respondents view this as the shared responsibility of scholars and preachers.

Majorities in five of the seven countries (Tunisia: 74%, the UAE: 65%, Jordan: 59%, Egypt: 59%, and Qatar: 50%) say 

preachers are responsible for “presiding over individual religious cases.” On the other hand, majorities in Saudi Arabia 

(51%) and Oman (50%) view this as the responsibility of scholars, while about one-third in these countries say it falls 

under the purview of preachers. 

Respondents express the most ambivalence with respect to “providing spiritual guidance.” About one-half of respon-

dents in Tunisia, Qatar, and Oman say preachers should handle this religious duty, though significant numbers of 

respondents in all countries view this as the responsibility of both scholars and preachers.

A CLOSER LOOK
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SECTION 3: HOW MUSLIMS SEE THEIR SOCIETIES AND THE WORLD

How proud are you of your country’s religious heritage?
 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

Very proud 91 80 78 82 76 85 75

Somewhat proud 8 17 22 17 20 14 21

Not proud at all 1 3 0 1 4 1 4

There is considerable pride among respondents in the religious heritage of their countries, with more than 
three-quarters in all seven countries expressing that they are “very proud.”

Which statement best reflects your point of view?
 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

My society is largely faithful to religion and reflects religious 
values making it easy to practice my faith.

72 61 55 56 36 55 50

My society is filled with temptations that make it difficult to 
practice my faith.

28 39 45 44 64 45 50

Respondents in the UAE and Saudi Arabia feel that it is easy to practice their faith in their societies, with 72% 
of Saudis and 61% of Emiratis holding the view that their “society is largely faithful to religion and reflects 
religious values making it easy to practice my faith.” (While this might be expected for respondents from Saudi 
Arabia, the UAE response may surprise some.) A majority of Jordanians (64%), on the other hand, feel that their 
society is “filled with temptations making it difficult” to be faithful. All other countries are somewhat divided.

Which statement best reflects your point of view?
 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

Religion as it is currently taught and practiced in my com-
munity is in touch with the realities of the modern world.

83 68 86 76 56 74 80

Religion as it is currently taught and practiced in my com-
munity is out of touch with the realities of the modern world 
and needs to be reformed.

17 32 14 24 44 26 20

Majorities in every country say that “religion is in touch with the realities of the modern world,” with this view 
strongest in Qatar (86%), Saudi Arabia (83%), and Tunisia (80%). In Jordan a substantial minority (44%) feel that 
“religion is out of touch ... and needs to be reformed.” 
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Do you believe that your country should invest more in modernizing religious institutions to 
make them more relevant to contemporary life?

 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

Yes 77 65 76 67 59 74 66

No 23 35 24 33 41 26 34

Given the responses to the previous question, it appears contradictory that majorities in the same countries 
feel that their countries “should invest more in modernizing religious institutions to make them more relevant,” 
with Saudis (77%) and Qataris (76%) again expressing this view most frequently. In addition, only in Jordan does 
a substantial minority (41%) say that modernizing religious institutions is unnecessary.

What best describes how the nation-state should apply Shari’ah provisions in Muslim societies?

 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

The state should apply Shari'ah in all matters related to behavior 
and faith.

67 13 53 30 15 21 13

The state should govern only according to the spirit of Shari'ah. 25 48 30 59 62 55 56

The state should govern as a civil institution without Shari'ah and 
defer to religious authorities in matters of faith.

8 40 18 13 23 25 31

With majorities in almost every case viewing their societies as faithful to religion and religion as in touch with the 

realities of the modern world, and yet also in need of increased investment in modernization of religious institutions, 

we asked 800 of our original respondents to consider how they believe states “should apply Shari’ah provisions in 

Muslim societies.” 

In Saudi Arabia and Qatar, where we find the highest percentages of respondents who say that society is faithful to 

religion, that religion is in touch with the modern world, and that more should be invested in modernization of reli-

gious institutions, majorities believe that “the state should apply Shari’ah in all matters related to behavior and faith” 

(KSA: 67%, Qatar: 53%).

Majorities in Jordan (62%), Oman (59%), Tunisia (56%), and Egypt (55%), and a plurality in the UAE (48%) hold the view, 

however, that “the state should govern only according to the spirit of Shari’ah.” 

Only in the UAE do more than one-third of respondents (40%) say that “the state should govern as a civil institution 

without Shari’ah and defer to religious authorities in matters of faith.”

A CLOSER LOOK
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Which statement best reflects your point of view?
 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

Religion as it is currently practiced in the Arab World holds 
the region back from making progress in the economic and 
political realms.   

12 14 26 15 30 9 38

The reasons why the Arab World is not progressing econom-
ically and politically have nothing to do with religion. There 
are other factors that hold the region back.  

88 86 74 85 70 91 62

Substantial majorities do not feel that religion is a factor holding “the region back from making economic and 
political progress.”

Do you feel that the problems of the world today are due to...?
 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

Too much religion 7 17 13 13 11 7 15

Too little religion 50 43 40 31 42 42 46

Nothing to do with religion at all 43 40 48 56 47 51 38

When asked about the role religion plays in the problems of the world today, majorities in Oman (56%) and 
Egypt (51%), as well as pluralities in Jordan and Qatar, say these problems have “nothing to do with religion at 
all.” However, Saudis (50%), Tunisians (46%), and Emiratis (43%) lean toward “too little religion” being the cause 
of the world’s problems. The least popular answer in all countries, held by at most 17% of respondents (in the 
UAE), is that “too much religion” is a cause.

Do you believe that Islam and the West are headed for an inevitable clash?
 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

Yes 14 34 22 28 35 31 35

No 86 66 78 72 65 69 65

Significant majorities across the board reject the idea that Islam and the West are headed for an inevitable clash. 
This view is most prevalent in Saudi Arabia (86%) and Qatar (78%). About one-third of respondents in the North 
African countries (Egypt and Tunisia), as well as in Jordan and the UAE, do feel that a clash between Islam and 
the West is inevitable.
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How concerned are you that your society is forgetting its traditional values?
 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

Very concerned 35 22 25 21 23 21 36

Somewhat concerned 25 37 16 40 33 38 31

Concerned 60 59 41 61 56 59 67

Somewhat unconcerned 16 26 17 25 25 36 26

Not concerned at all 24 16 42 13 19 6 7

Not concerned 40 41 59 39 44 41 33

There is concern in every country that they are in danger of “forgetting their traditional values.” Concern is 
highest in Tunisia (67%), Oman (61%), and Saudi Arabia (60%). Only in Qatar is there less concern (41%).

Do you consider the following aspects of modernity or modern life to be  
“positive and promising” or “negative and worrisome”?

 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

Modernity brings more democracy and 
greater political freedom.

Positive and promising 64 77 65 75 83 79 69

Negative and worrisome 36 23 35 25 18 21 31

In the modern world society is 
becoming more secular.

Positive and promising 25 38 29 30 30 33 29

Negative and worrisome 75 63 71 70 70 67 71

Modernity brings equal rights and 
greater opportunities for women in 
society.

Positive and promising 33 73 34 64 70 64 77

Negative and worrisome 67 28 66 36 30 36 23

Modernity brings advances in science 
and technology.

Positive and promising 87 90 93 91 88 79 83

Negative and worrisome 13 10 7 9 13 21 17

Percentages may not add up to 100% because of rounding.

With majorities in almost every case viewing their societies as faithful to religion and religion as in touch with the 

realities of the modern world, and yet also in need of increased investment in modernization of religious institutions, 

we asked 800 of our original respondents to consider how they believe states “should apply Shari’ah provisions in 

Muslim societies.” 

In Saudi Arabia and Qatar, where we find the highest percentages of respondents who say that society is faithful to 

religion, that religion is in touch with the modern world, and that more should be invested in modernization of reli-

gious institutions, majorities believe that “the state should apply Shari’ah in all matters related to behavior and faith” 

(KSA: 67%, Qatar: 53%).

Majorities in Jordan (62%), Oman (59%), Tunisia (56%), and Egypt (55%), and a plurality in the UAE (48%) hold the view, 

however, that “the state should govern only according to the spirit of Shari’ah.” 

Only in the UAE do more than one-third of respondents (40%) say that “the state should govern as a civil institution 

without Shari’ah and defer to religious authorities in matters of faith.”

A CLOSER LOOK
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SECTION 4: HOW MUSLIMS VIEW NON-MUSLIMS

Do you know anyone in your circle of friends or acquaintances who is a believer in another faith?
 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

Yes 27 67 52 52 28 77 29

No 73 33 48 48 72 23 71

At least two-thirds of those in Egypt (77%) and the UAE (67%) say they know someone in their circle of friends 
or acquaintances who is a believer in another faith. About half of those in Qatar (52%) and Oman (52%) also 
know someone of another faith. On the other hand, more than seven in 10 respondents in Saudi Arabia (73%), 
Jordan (72%), and Tunisia (71%) say they do not know anyone of another faith.

In your opinion, how important is it that Muslim societies protect the rights of citizens or residents 
of other faiths?

 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

Very important 71 81 78 77 58 80 70

Somewhat important 27 19 16 20 32 19 20

Not important at all 3 0 6 4 10 1 11

The results here are very promising. Strong majorities in every country are protective of the rights of citizens 
and residents of other faiths—with the UAE and Egypt leading the way. There is broad agreement that it is 
important that Muslim societies protect the rights of citizens and residents of other faiths, with at least nine in 
10 respondents in all countries surveyed saying it is “very” or “somewhat important.” There is near unanimity in 
UAE and Egypt, with about eight in 10 respondents in both countries saying it is “very important.” Jordanians 
express the least enthusiasm, with 58% saying it is “very important” and 32% calling it “somewhat important.”
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How comfortable are you with your children having friends of another faith?

 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

Very comfortable 7 33 9 15 9 13 16

Somewhat comfortable 55 54 60 75 63 33 63

Comfortable 61 87 69 90 72 47 79

Somewhat uncomfortable 25 10 26 10 24 47 16

Not comfortable at all 13 3 5 0 3 7 5

Not comfortable 39 13 31 10 27 53 21

Everywhere strong majorities favor Muslim societies protecting the rights of citizens of other faiths; and in four of the 

seven countries, majorities have friends or acquaintances of another faith. To explore further the comfort level of 

respondents with people of other faiths, we asked 800 of our original respondents how comfortable they would be 

with their children having friends of another faith. Majorities everywhere but Egypt say they would be at least some-

what comfortable with this. The highest levels of comfort with this idea are in the UAE (87%, with 33% saying they are 

“very comfortable”) and Oman (90%), where majorities of respondents say they themselves have non-Muslims in 

their circle of friends and acquaintances. But even in Saudi Arabia, Jordan, and Tunisia, where majorities say they do 

not have non-Muslim friends or acquaintances themselves, majorities say they are somewhat comfortable with their 

children having non-Muslim friends.The surprising exception is Egypt where more than one-half (53%) say they are 
uncomfortable with their children having non-Muslim friends, despite the fact that over three-quarters of the respon-
dents say that they themselves do (77%).

A CLOSER LOOK
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SECTION 5: MUSLIMS REJECT EXTREMISM

To what extent do you think that groups like ISIS and al Qaeda are a perversion of Islam?
 KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

They are a complete perversion of Islam’s teachings. 88 86 89 89 75 97 92

They are mostly wrong, but they sometimes raise issues I 
agree with.

10 10 11 9 19 2 6

They are mostly right, but I disagree with some of their words 
and actions.

1 3  0 2 5 0 2

They are not a perversion at all. 1 1 0 0 1 0 0

Overwhelming majorities reject ISIS and al Qaeda as a “complete perversion of Islam”—with only a smattering 
of respondents saying that these groups are either “mostly right” or “not a perversion at all.”
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METHODOLOGY AND DEMOGRAPHICS
The approach used for conducting the poll involved face-to-face, personal interviews. Urban as well as rural 
centres were covered in each country to cover a widespread geography. The sample obtained is nationally 
representative and is comprised of adult Muslim males and females over the age of 15. Sampling for the polls 
varied by country, employing either a referral sampling approach or a multi-stage sampling methodology. The 
selected study centers were stratified depending on the predominant social class/income levels of the people 
residing in various areas. This is because in most cities/ towns, people of a specific social class/income segment/
religious grouping tend to stay in clusters. These strata were further sub-divided into blocks of roughly equal 
size, based on available data about population. Thereafter, blocks were selected at random depending on the 
sample size for that center and keeping in mind the social class/ religious cluster distribution. A pre-assigned 
number of starting points were used for each selected block and sampling within the blocks was undertaken 
using right hand rule method. Within each selected household that agreed to participate, we took an inventory 
of all family members over 15 years of age and randomly selected one adult to be interviewed in a way that 
ensured that both genders had an equal chance of inclusion, with no one allowed to self-select into the sample.

Country Sample 
size

“A Closer Look” 
sample size* Survey dates Margin of 

error Cities/regions

KSA 3,047 150 5/5/16-6/11/16 ±1.8
Riyadh, Buraidah, Diriya, Abha, Abu Arish, Medina, Khabrah, 
Shammasyah, Jeddah, Taif, Makkah, Shoa’aybah, Dammam, 
Al Khobar, Dhahran, Tabuk, Hail, Jubail, Hufuf

UAE 1,624 120 5/5/16-6/11/16 ±2.5
Abu Dhabi-Al Ain, Dubai, Sharjah, Ajman, Umm Al Quwain, 
Ras Al Khaimah, Fujairah

Qatar 1,029 120 5/6/16-5/31/16 ±3.1
Doha, Rayyan, Wakrah, Dhakirah, Khawr, Umm salal Moham-
mad, Shahaniyah, Turiyah, Ghuwayriyah, Musayid, Al Kheesa, 
Madinat Ash Shamal

Oman 2,095 120 5/5/16-6/7/16 ±2.2
Muscat, Salalah, Nizwa, Sohar, Sur, Buraymi, Sib, Khasab, 
Wadi Say, Ibri, Ar Rustaq, Ibra, Al Khaburah, Adam

Jordan 1,626 120 5/5/16-6/9/16 ±3.1
Amman, Zarqa, Irbid, Madaba, Zarash, Kerak, Mafraq, Aqaba, 
Kufranjah, As Salt

Egypt 4,050 150 5/5/16-6/17/16 ±1.6

Cairo, Giza, Shoubra Al Khima, Alexandria, Port Said, Suez, 
Mansoura, Tanta, Zagazig, Damanhour, Bani Suwayf, Asyut, 
Menia, Fayoum, Suhag, Aswan, Luxor, Shaarm Al Shaikh, 
Arish

Tunisia 2,069 120 5/6/16-6/8/16 ±2.2
Tunis, Bizerte, Ariane, Le Kram, Raoued, Megrine, Sousse, 
Sfax, Kairouan, Gaafsa, Tataouine, Tozeur, Kebili

*A subset of the original respondents were interviewed between 11/28/16–12/2/16.

KSA UAE Qatar Oman Jordan Egypt Tunisia

Male 55 50 50 51 50 51 49

Female 45 50 50 49 50 49 51

Under 30 44 48 43 54 46 41 30

30+ 56 52 57 46 54 59 70

Sunni 86 89 91 21 99 -- 98

Shia 14 11 9 5 1 -- 2

Ibadi -- -- -- 74 -- -- --
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